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Make your own fossil cast

Materials:
Aluminium dish
Potter’s clay or plasticine
An object to be the fossil
Plaster of paris
Water
Paddle pop (popsicle) stick
or pencil
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/’W/% Method:

/ﬂf///’j‘,(//’ 1. Press some potter's clay or

i / Wi / /4 plasticine into an aluminium pie

w{y// //r _ _ dish. Make sure the bottom is
A ML thick enough to press your ‘fos-

“\,.

sil' into. Leave about 1 cm from

"  examo the top of the clay to the top of
7 // // ' the dish.

. Choose your fossil. It should
be the hard remains of some-
thing that once lived. A shell
or bone make good fossils.
Press your object into the clay
or plasticine. Carefully remove
the object and an impression
should be left.

. Mix some plaster of paris in
a small container with a little
water. The mixture can be
changed by adding more plas-
ter or more water. Stir it with
a paddle pop (popsicle) stick
or a pencil until it is thick and
smooth.

. Pour the plaster mix into your
impression and fill to the top of
the dish. Leave this to harden.

. Press your finger gently onto
the back of the plaster to test
its hardness. When the plaster
has hardened, carefully lift it
out of the dish.
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How old &s the earth?

? 10,000 years? 6,000 year@‘? These figures (and others) have been tossed
6 real’ age of the earth. So, sm&e they can't all be true, how can we know how old

i thia
he earth really 17 i .
%}éf %W/; nas kb een around smfée the beginning of time in order to know how long

~ago. ﬁ%%,{ Wj{?z’/%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ# i guess at wha! happened, and when—unless, of course, there was
a "%’rﬂ'ﬁﬁﬂ/ﬁé’ﬁéé’ /fy}/)’dff% ;;' us by someon%-?who was there at the very beginning. Then we could

,/2%{%%%%/%5« out how loﬁg ago ‘the beginning’ was.

ot //’ 5 'do have such a recogﬁ. the 66 books of the Bible) which was given to us by

someone who was there in the begiining—God. Now, the Bible doesn't say, ‘God created the
i earth ... years ago.” Butitdo ﬁ,@\/e us some clues. To figure out the age of the earth, you'll
"?-;W%ed your Bible, a shee /ﬁgﬁer and a pencil (and a little help from us).

irst, ma columns on your paper, labelled ‘Verse’, ‘Event’ and ‘Age of Earth (in years)'.
We'll give you the first one:
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Verse Event

Genegia I-2Za

Age of Earth (in years)

Creotion (in gix .f.c..qg‘.?- o
<

Genesis 5 gives a list of men. From this, fill in your paper,
adding to the earth’s age as you go:

Verse Age of Earth (in years)

GCenegie II-2Z4a C reation (in gix .f.cx..i,s')

i o, \ i
dom 130, Seth born

Seth 105, tnoe born

34 www_AnswersinGenesis.org Creation 26(1) December 2003—February 2004.

Now do the same for the list beginning in Genesis 11:10
(hint: Noah was 502 when Shem was born).

The next event is when Abraham leaves his homeland, Haran,
and journeys to Canaan:

Abraham'’s descendants (the Israelites) stayed in Canaan and Egypt
until they were delivered from the Pharaoh by Moses:

The Israelites return to the Promised Land with Moses. They continued
to live there, under the rule of Joshua, then the judges, then the kings.
From the time they left Egypt until Solomon began to build the
temple was 479 full years:
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Colomon builde the Temple after reigning 3 +ull years 2.992
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King Solomon ruled for another 37 (40-3) years, and then the kingdom
was divided between his sons:

el |,
Solomon 4ies

The time from the kingdom's division to the destruction of Jerusalem
by the Babylonians was 388 years:

This event is known to have occurred around 588 sc. Our current calendar assumes that Jesus
was born in ab 1—2002 years ago (although He was probably born about 6 Bc). Also, since the
calendar system has no year zero, we can add the numbers 1o get the rough date of creation.
That is, the age of the earth is: 2,002 + 588 + 3,417 = 6,007 (give or take a few years). Since
the stars, our solar system, and all the other galaxies were created a few days after the earth,
they’re around 6,007 years old, too!

Since God always tells the truth, we can trust His account of history (in His Word) to give us
an accurate idea of how old the earth (and universe!) is.
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