FreetoLearn: My High School Years
By Rachel Kresina

“No school today?” The familiar question is askgdalnurse whom | meet in the
elevator. | smile and patiently begin to explait ggain, “Actually, I'm homeschooled,
so | can study extra on some days and then voluhtre at the hospital!”

“Oh, really? That's great!” she replies, and weosté the elevator for our separate ways.

Yes, it is great to be homeschooled. | wish | hia tto tell her more about all the ways |
have been blessed through homeschooling. Theisasrdnd difficulties my parents bore
to give “the gift of homeschooling” to my brotheabiel and me has resulted in benefits
and opportunities which probably even they didin@gine at the beginning. Primarily,
homeschooling has facilitated our personal relatigus, educational opportunities, and
love of learning.

One of the greatest blessings has been the wakiochwe were protected from the
confusion of a godless worldview in the years wiverdid not have the understanding
and biblical grounding to combat it. Instead ofrtgeswept away with the crowd, we can
truly stand as lights in the world, bringing thessage of salvation through Jesus Christ
to those around us. Moreover, our relationshigsate have deepened, giving us a
wonderful home life. We reallgnjoylearning together, working together, and josing
together! Although this is really due to the graé&od in giving us the Bible’s pattern
for the family, homeschooling has played a large ipadrawing us so close to one
another. Instead of being scattered among a varsfatiasses and activities at school, we
get to do so much together!

That’s not to say we don’t have plenty of “outsig®/olvement! In fact, homeschooling
has enhanced, rather than stymied, our sociahtitelearning opportunities, for we are
not bound by a school’s schedule. We can take adgarof chances to interact with
people of all ages, and participate in many difi€gectivities! These opportunities range
from leading a children’s Bible club to taking cafemy uncle’s dairy farm for a couple
of weeks while he and his wife went on vacation! Mgther has been able to learn
useful skills, such as carpentry, mechanics, lagilegand building stone walls, as he
helps various acquaintances on their projects. & may not necessarily use these
skills in a vocation, who knows when they may cambandy?

Through the variety and flexibility of homeschodjiwe have gained a true love for
learning and an ability to learn on our own in weeys we find most effective. Although |
consider this one of the most valuable things lkehgained from my homeschooling
experience, we did not discover it right away. Ualtiout the time | began high school,
Mom had done most of the organizing and planningusfschoolwork. We were
undoubtedly getting a good education, and evenyerganuch of the experience, but we
had not entered into the full delight of homescihmapIMom was doing an admirable job,
but she was sometimes burdened and discouragéx aisexl to make us learn. Then, she



and Dad decided that the time had come to letarstsiking the reins of our education
more firmly. Mom and Dad took the role of genera¢seers, making sure we were
driving in the right direction, but Daniel and | meeincreasingly given the freedom to
choose our own specific routes.

Our homeschooling took on a new dimension! Thoughwere still learning the
foundational subjects, Daniel and | began to famuareas of our talents and interests. It
was really thrilling! The freedom we were givenuksd in the creation of our own
routines and goals. We were basically on our otwrgysng when and where we chose.
Whether | took my book to the trampoline outsigeasvled on my bed to study, or left
the book on the shelf while | worked in the gardesnjoyed being in charge of my
learning. An amazing thing happened! Rather thackehg off on the subjects | didn’t
enjoy, | worked at them witloreperseverance than before, because | myself had
decided that the learning would be useful, insEddom making me do it. | had not
resented Mom'’s supervision previously, and | glidl not, yet it felt good to know that |
was responsible for directing my own path. | knemak being prepared for life in a
deeper way than book learning—I was learning holeaon.

As | entered my final years of high school, my teag became less structured but
remained quite as profitable. | began to devotatgradime to acquiring useful skills,
often listening to an audio book if the projecbaled. Thus, I've been able to explore
numerous areas of history, listen to great litecdagsics, and enjoy the biographies of
remarkable men, all while expanding my practicalsk

One of the best things our parents did was enceusdgve of books. When we were
very young, Mom utilized every vacant moment taremus—even during some meals
or rides in the car. Our literary diet included ke@bout history and science, as well as
such classics dsttle House on the PrairieAnne of Green Gableand works by Louisa
May Alcott, Charles Dickens, and Shakespeare.

This exposure to excellent writing has, | belidveen a major factor in my love of
writing—a love which, for quite a while, was veryuoh dormant! When | was young, |
hatedwriting—many of the editing sessions Mom and Irgpen my papers ended in
tears and frustration! Fortunately, although Moreh wiake sure | learned grammar and
writing principles and produced a small number ating projects, she wisely did not
burden me with lots of writing.

The breakthrough for me came at about age ninenWwtanm asked me to write a report
for a thrilling book about Annie Oakley, the renadnsharpshooter. Somehow this piece
had come out well, as opposed to my previous wonkas thrilled by Mom’s abundant
praise. We made a special cover for it, andnagnum opusvas complete! Shortly
thereafter, | wrote another book review for a bagdry of Thomas Edison, with similar
results! Thus, a flexible approach won the day, ldmean to really enjoy writing. As |
began to put more effort and enthusiasm into itwoyk improved. Since then, writing
has actually been one of my favorite subjects! &the end of 2001, | have been co-
editing a magazine for Christian young ladigples of Goldfor which we write articles



dealing with Christ-centered living and practidalls. | have learned so much through
that project and have met numerous girls arounavtdréd! Recently, we made the
difficult decision to conclude the publication betmagazine as we move on to other
activities, but | believe it was one of the bestgs | have participated in so far!

People often ask, “So, what are you going to derdfigh school?” | have to answer
truthfully, “I'm not sure just yet.” While | pray ore about it and explore different
possibilities, I'm enjoying being able to contineng studies. Part of the beauty of
flexibility is that there are many options avaikxphs long as a firm foundation of
education is established, the student is capaldeafess in many areas. Regardless of a
person’s educational background, he is sure to preblems to which he doesn’t know
the answers. The important thing is to have dismxfeowto learn and to havelave of
learning which will enable you take on life’s cleadbes.

This, along with healthy relationships and wondegflucational opportunities, has been
given to me through homeschooling. And yet homesiihg alone does not
automatically produce a well-equipped young perséemy elements are involved, but in
the end they really condense into one entity: tlaeeof God For from Him and

through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be djiory forever. Amen.(Romans
11:36)

Biographical I nformation

Copyright, 2009. All rights reserved by author lel€ontent provided byhe Old
Schoolhous® Magazine, LLC

Rachel Kresina lives in Connecticut. She enjoysdlireg writing, (not 'rithmatic!),
gardening, animals, hard physical work, playing ghano, and ping-pong matches with
her brother. She can be reachedatordfitlyspoken@yahoo.com




