Earning College Credits the Easy Way
By Tricia McQuarrie

Some homeschooling parents find formulating a fdamomeschooling through high
school a challenge. Should our focus be on cormgetichallenging high school
curriculum package? What about facing the collegeuiters? What about spending
money on costly umbrella schools that offer ac¢eetddiplomas?

These concerns motivate some parents to plan lebursnecessary course work that
they hope will lead to a diploma. Others choosecational paths that attempt to satisfy
nagging doubts about future college entrance rements. CLEP solved both these
concerns for our family by allowing us to chartiadependent course that ultimately will
show college recruiters that our students are réadyhe next step.

What Is CLEP?

CLEP® stands for College-Level Examination Program analso referred to as “testing
out” or “credit by examination.” Simply put, studsruse independent study to prepare
for a specific college course and then go to alloallege to take a computerized
multiple choice exam. If the student passes, &siged the appropriate credits for the
class as if he had taken the class at a college.

How CLEP Exams Can Be Used

*Accumulate dual credit, earning credits that widunt toward high school requirements
and at the same time count toward a college degree.

*Shorten the years of study required to earn agelldegree, since the student can start
in the teen years.

*Save money, since the cost of taking CLEP examsush lower than registering for a
college class on campus.

*Show any"brick and mortar" college that your child is chfgaof performing at a
college level, and you'll have the creditgptoveit!

*Avoid having to take "basic skills" classes whetezing college by taking CLEP tests
to earn credits for college math and freshman Bhgli

*Give your child the chance to delve into the sabjeeing studied, yet move at a
comfortable pace for optimum learning.

*Sharpen your child's independent study skills,alihare a must in the college
environment.

*Continue to share your worldview with your childhen studying controversial topics
that are included in many social science classes.

*Tackle tough subjects once and get the credifitbetime around. For example, why do
high school biology and then retake it for collegedit?

Free CLEP Help

A normal college course includes classroom insimadbllowed by testing and then the
granting of credits earned. Using our free lesdang) you will be able to take advantage



of your child's independent study skills, thus aepig the need for the instructional
phase of the college class with appropriate bookisvedeos we've selected as study
tools. Your child will prepare for the exam, aneé ollege Board will issue him or her
credits for passing the test. These credits cdibdeked" with the College Board and
then transferred to the college of your choicenmfuture. Our website is 100% ministry-
based.

Do All Colleges Accept CLEP Credits?

More than 2,900 schools accept CLEP credits. Th&ehave a ninety-minute,
multiple-choice format. There are other widely auted credit-by-examination programs
as well, such as the DANTES program. It's importartheck with the colleges on your
"wish list" to see how many credits they allow ®"transferred in" from any one testing
source. The colleges we have listed are very "tlydexamination"” friendly, some even
allowing you to "test out" of your entire four-yedegree! Remember, too, that colleges
have enrollment requirements, such as SAT scombasic skills tests, and colleges
often waive these requirements when a studentlheeds accumulated college credits.

"Backing Up" Your Transcript

Passing CLEP exams demonstrates to college admig8ioers not only that your
student has mastered high school level work, laat #lat he or she is already doing
college level work. This should be sufficient evide to demonstrate proficiency.

However, some colleges want to see a portfolicnefstudent’s completed high school
work. This portfolio helps back up your homeschiahscript. Consider including some
of the following components in your student’s polit:

» Details about any work experiences and internships.

» Samples of the student’s writing ability (passihng CLEP English Composition
exam should be enough).

» List of contests won or any honors acliad.

» List of literature read during the high school ye@alassics, etc.).

* Any other samples of student work that show preficy.

Where Do | Start?

The most common question we receive is, "Wherestart?" Here's some advice that
may help you along with some answers to our mesjuently asked questions.

1. Focusing on the actual test is a common ertavant to encourage you to see the
value in the entire process, start to finish. Byklimg a CLEP exam, your child will:

» Develop independent study skills.

* Learn test preparatn skills.

* Become familiar with college campus and testingeen
* Probably pass a college exam, earning credits!



2. The most important advice | can give is to follbmotigh with the studystart to finish,

and require your child to take the exam. | see niamgeschool parents who do not make
their child take the exam, even after all the woak been done. These tests are not meant
to represent your child's overall ability nor aneyt representative of your teaching skills

or the success of the homeschool experience inrglefiéere is nothing to lose in taking
the test—so take it! | often tell my children hovwopd of them | am for simply learning

the material and sticking with it! The credits arbonus to the whole experience bat

the focus.

3. What makes a student successfulduld say that learning style is very importdht.
you have been taught to be an independent ledhwsar that is definitely a plus when
attempting to earn credit by examination. Motivaftores, | think that plays into it too.
That's why | encourage parents to gear that fkabheto an area in which the child
appears to be more gifted. This increases the ofdsisccess, and some of the material
may end up being review. How about study time8 itmportant to hold the student
accountable on the readings and yet not to pressoreMany students take the exam
without following our important recommendation &iké each practice examice,
researching their incorrect answers.

4.1f the student fails the test the first time, ha eéways retake the exa®@ther testing
sources (CLEP and DANTES offer many of the samens)aften offer duplicate tests,
so he may be able to arrange to take the duplecatm right away. If not, he should wait
the required period of time, keep studying, an takgain! The student could take the
exam as many as five times before he would conmsedio paying what it would cost to
take the college course.

5.1 am often asked, "Which subject should we stati?iThis really depends on the
student. Some are gifted in certain areas, so lyould obviously choose an exam that
goes along with your student’s interests. If hermaspecific area of interest, |
recommend starting with the DANTES computer exagcalose most teens are interested
in this subject and "know the lingo" already! Thisan easy class to organize in a co-op
or group setting.

6. Can | use other textsertainly! We offer the lesson plans as a guide ybu can add
your own text to our suggestionsjust use your own. The choice is yours. However, |
cannot tell you if your material covers all thatnghe exam; you will have to make that
call.

7.Do | have to finish the class in the suggested framme?Absolutely not! Even though
the lessons are broken down as "weekly" assignmgmitisare free to allow your students
as much time as needed to complete each lesson.

8. Do you have room in your local classddfifortunately, our local classes are full.
However, these classes are so easy to organizatlasetime is structured so that we
simply review the reading assignments, answer aegtipns the kids may have, review
flashcards or quizzes within the material, viewtideo, etc. For most subjects, all this
can be done in an hour. The classes are a funovayake CLEP a positive "social"



learning event for the kids and to hold them actalle. The lesson plans easily can be
used in your co-op, and you have virtually no pi€phsider starting with a small group
of kids (three or four). Believe me, when otherartebout your group, the word will
spread quickly! Before longour classes will be full, too.

9. “But you're cheating!”Believe it or not, a family member actually séigstto one of
our CLEP moms. In response to that | would saydhbaichildren spend an average of
about four months on one subject exam, thorougbdpibing the material. Does the
word crammingbring back memories for you? No cramming or siemta memory
learning here! During that time frame, studentsraeeling from two to three texts related
to the subject of the CLEP exam. They also viewulss via video and take several
practice exams.

Our students have become excellent learners, sharptheir independent study skills,
which is a must in college. The credits they reeeixe College Board approved, and the
American Council on Education (ACE) has recommentdechumber of semester hours
of credit for each CLEP exam. Your CLEP and DANT&&dits are earned, learned, and
well deserved!

Our Personal Journey

When our oldest daughter was entering seventh gveelevere blessed to attend a
seminar on the topic of distance learning that lwd<y the Bruce Eagleson family. The
seminar was held at the ENOCH convention (New ygemsd was "perfect timing” for
us. We were just beginning to formulate a visionHomeschooling through high school
and had the typical questions about diplomas alldgmentrance. We also were deeply
concerned about the potential to encourage comgeafiour daughter's worldview by
taking college classes, especially those undesdb®l sciences umbrella.

The knowledge we share on our website is an acatimanlof information passed on to
us by others who have paved the way, and we dsegrateful for their pioneer spirit.
We thank them for their willingness to share th@sdom with us. We also give all the
glory to God for always making our path straightidg our homeschool journey. CLEP
is just one more example of how God has showneai$vwiay to go" each step of the way.

We hope you are blessed by the information we lzadrsy. Currently, our eldest
daughter (now 18) has close to forty college ceedlitd will be finishing her associate of
arts degree this coming year. Our second daughger 16) has twelve credits. Only three
more students to go, and we look forward to ageaessing our own web pages for their
success!

After learning all | could about CLEP for my chidh, | decided to use the same
knowledge for my own benefit. Working with Thomadigbn State College, | am now
two classes away from graduating myself, using sohmy own lesson plans to get my
degreel!

If you have any questions, please do not hesitatentact our family; simply use the
buttons provided on the website. We hope our egped is an encouragement to you as



you embark on your own journey.
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