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Adam Carman is a junior at Houghton College, a €itam liberal arts college in western New York
State. Majoring in historical studies, the 20-yelf-New York native has been named once to the
college Dean’s List and twice to the Dean’s Honisit Within four successive semesters. His sucaess i
college is all the more impressive due to the maditional twelve years he spent in a homeschooling
program with his three siblings.

When Carman began 10th grade, he had no idea hed gpend his post-high-school years at a
relatively well-known college. In fact, he was tadfidistance learning courses over the Internet when
his teacher encouraged him to consider pursuingditibpnal degree. At 16, Carman adapted his
educational plans to gear toward entrance inte@gell With a good SAT score, detailed record keeping
and a dynamic application essay, he made a relagasy transition into mainstream college life—tjus
like many homeschoolers before him.

Colleges Seek Dedicated Homeschoolers

Fifteen years ago, homeschooled graduates hadjh tooe getting into any college or university
setting. Since the homeschooling movement wasivelgtnew, admissions directors had no idea
where to begin with homeschooled applicants, anst mppeared hostile due to an uncomfortable lack
of experience. Today, all of that has changed. Manlkeges actively recruit homeschoolers, and
information for the homeschooled applicant abouwndsvebsites and admissions brochures. True, there
are still some colleges that remain somewhat sdbotit homeschoolers, but it's rare to find an
admissions board that will actually refuse themebla@n their educational background alone. It’s
important to remember that colleges aren’t necégdaoking for the perfect student; they're trying

put together a diverse student body. And althoughyrapplication procedures seem designed to make
entrance difficult for homeschoolers, most admissidirectors will judge a homeschooler on an even
par with a traditionally-schooled student. If angth a homeschooling background gives students
additional visibility and causes college officesstdke a second look at their applications.

According to Elisha Anderson, assistant directoadrhissions at Brown University in Providence,
Rhode Island, homeschoolers have an advantagedeetteay stand out from other applicants. “In our
admissions process, there’s a sheer number ofkiplying with really strong credentials,” Anderson
told TOS. “We want to see how a student can diffeate himself from the pack, so we look for
something that makes him stand out from the tygiggth-achieving applicant.”

“Nationally, people are looking to see if homesdimapis just as good,” Adam Carman told TOS.
“They want to know, ‘Can they do this? Will theycseed?’ But | found myself at least as well
prepared as my public-schooled counterparts. Itd@y college is for everyone, but if you're a
motivated student, you can get yourself up and datweeds to be done.”

Do You Really Need a College Education?

To attend college or not to attend college? Thatseto be the real question. “College has been the
default button on our child-raising menu for toadg’ writes Cafi Cohen, author dhe
Homeschoolers’ College Admissions Handbdtks almost a mantra in our society . . . Weda
reached the point where most families automatiqalilsh their children to attend college regardldss o



their sons’ and daughters’ interests, talents,cootdipational goals.”

Is a college education really necessary? ABC-T\é&ePJennings and famous children’s illustrator
Tasha Tudor didn’t think so. In fact, they bothged out of high school! Author Ernest Hemingway,
architect Frank Lloyd Wright, oil billionaire Jolih Rockefeller, and actor Robert Redford all went
directly into the career area of their choice alfiigh school. And Samuel Clemens (better known as
Mark Twain) once wrote, “Never let your schoolingt gn the way of your education.” Historical
citizens, including 12 U.S. presidents, have prowet four years of continuing education may not be
an automatic recipe to success.

Hundreds of jobs work off the “licensing” or “cditiation” method of education. Massage therapists,
therapeutic riding instructors, daycare profesdmrand healthcare professionals all fall into this
category. Then there are professionals who wornk fifte “experience” spectrum, like animal trainers,
salespeople, office managers, and freelance writéost professions—photography, for instance—sit
right on a figurative threshold, when the optiorotiain a degree is available but not required, Sti
your career choice may require continuing educatioctors, lawyers, veterinarians, psychologists,
public school teachers, and scientists must atl Aeb year college degrees.

Perhaps the best view of college education is fanriRalph Waldo Emerson’s reflection: “The things
taught in schools and colleges are not an educdiigtrthe means of an education.” Alternatives to
college include apprenticeship, volunteer worki-dekcted learning, enlistment in various brancbks
the military, internships, and paid work. Accordilogeducation expert Marty Nemko, the students who
may want to sidestep a college education are “ssedirstarters,” or motivated people who don’t need
a college degree to sell their talent. Nemko aamesels against going to college just to find obatv
you want to do in life. It's better to wait and pue a direct course of study rather than selecjarm

on a whim or because you did well in a class fa semester. “Dabbling” in various courses is like
taking a road trip without having a destinatiommimd; it's possible, but not always practical. Usde
you have unlimited amounts of time and money tmdpdon’t go to college until you know that being
there will help you achieve your career goals.

If you do decide that college is in your futurenddoe afraid! It's easy to be overwhelmed by tlasty
amounts of research, record keeping, and testatgstipposedly “must” be done. In reality, applying
for college is just like applying for a job; youod is to prove that you will be a welcome addition
their team.

From Community Collegeto Ivy L eague (And Everything I n Between)

Students and parents often look for a specific ansavthe following question: if a candidate prdsen

A, B, and C, will he or she be admitted to college?ause so many issues factor into the selection
process, the answer to that question is almostssiple to provide. However, the fact that thereaare
immense number of colleges and universities adfessaation practically guarantees admission for any
student with decent grades. The real question dhmatlbe “Will | be admitted to college?” but “Will

be admitted to the college of my choice?” To anstier question, we go to three schools that reptese
various levels of the college field: Yale Univeysih New Haven, Connecticut, one of the oldest
universities in the United States (with a 2003 stidody of 11,385); Bob Jones University in
Greenville, South Carolina (serving approximate0® students); and Black Hawk College, an
lllinois-based community college with over 11,0@0dents.

According to college records, over three-quartéth® students who apply for admission to Yale are



gualified to study there. In fact, about 300 studerach year are so academically strong that their
admission is almost guaranteed. But the rest af¥atudents are admitted because their detailed
transcripts attest to a strong educational worlce#t Yale, there are no cutoff scores of standzzd
tests. The median scores for admitted studentsaiéntall in the low-to-mid 700s on the verbal and
mathematical portions of the SAT, but successfoaates present a wide range of test results. And
while there is no hard and fast rule, it's safedg that the Yale admissions committee will often
consider educational performance above test regultsry strong performance in a demanding college
preparatory program may compensate for modest atdizeéd test scores, but it is unlikely that high
standardized test scores will persuade the admissiommittee to disregard an undistinguished
secondary-school record. The students who seeksaamiinto Yale must be motivated, intellectually
curious, and able to handle a broad range of aigiltg courses.

At Bob Jones University, homeschoolers alwaysiedtome because, as Admissions Director David
Christ puts it, “There are no hoops to jump thratide university works to maintain a
homeschooler-friendly atmosphere in all aspectsnfadmissions procedures to advertising. “Most
homeschooling parents are looking for universitieeg are anxious to have their students,” Christ to
TOS. “They don’t want to do a lot of fighting to @pdoors that should already be open for them.” One
of Bob Jones’ specialties is the sample transtngat they sent to prospective students with
homeschooling backgrounds. “Parents are often coadeabout format, so we provide that for them,”
said Christ. “Our sample walks them through theoa of a transcript for our admissions officepste

by step.” According to Christ, the body of studentso were homeschooled is on the rise at Bob Jones,
and the university continues to stay true to itdoglophy, seeking to maintain “high academic
standards, an emphasis on culture, and a praCiiwatian philosophy that is both orthodox and
fervent in its evangelistic spirit.”

In lllinois, applicants to Black Hawk College wilhd a variety of courses to fit their needs, a#l a®

a fairly simple admissions process. Although GED AGT scores provide a direct route into the
college, students who have not obtained those seoag gain admission by taking the school’s course
placement test. The test, which covers basic rgadinting, and math skills, is known as the

“ASSET” and is provided to community college apatits by the same organization that administers
the ACT. There are many benefits to attending ansanity college, especially for homeschoolers. The
ASSET often replaces otherwise mandatory SAT or A€dres, and that placement test still qualifies
if the student decides to transfer to a four-y@dlege or university after a few years. Also, many
students find living at home more affordable andvamient than moving out of state to attend school.

Sitting Out the SAT: Creative Alternativesto Traditional Requirements

If the college applicant with traditional schoolibhgckground is met with a barrage of requirements,
then the homeschooler’s application process meshgeice as overwhelming. For many students
who have been homeschooled, preparing for colleggnshfacing thoughts of standardized testing that
was not required by their schooling method. Reguiesttranscripts, reading lists, ACT or SAT | dhd
scores, and GED testing can make it seem like theceend to the “technical” paperwork and records
that need to be submitted. Then there’s the “juhgqugh-the-hoops” phenomenon exhibited by
colleges that require double or special testingafgglicants with homeschooling backgrounds.
Requests for additional testing can be expected frost of the Ivy League schools and many military
institutions. College guidelines also vary fromst state. In Florida, homeschooling high school
juniors and seniors get free college tuition aalaommunity colleges. But in New York, transcripts
from anything other than a traditional school asenecognized. In addition, many New York colleges
have been known to exhibit “anti-homeschooling’shiatheir admissions processes.



When dealing with colleges that require additicdeat scores from homeschoolers, it can be hard to
find a reasonable way to meet their expectatiom& meschooler-friendly testing option is the
College Level Examination Program (CLEP), a stadidad testing method that is recognized by over
2,900 colleges and universities across the nafiba.CLEP program, administered by the College
Entrance Examination Board, offers standardizedngxations in five main college-level subjects:
Composition and Literature, Foreign Languages,dtysand Social Sciences, Science and
Mathematics, and Business. There are 29 spectfis teat are administered under these general
categories, including English Composition, Frenelmguage, American Government, Biology,
Principles of Accounting, and more. According te tbollege Board, “A college usually grants the
same amount of credit to students earning sat@fastores on the CLEP examination as it grants to
students successfully completing the equivalentsmtiWhile some colleges place a limit on theltota
amount of credit you can earn through CLEP exatf&rs may not allow CLEP scores to count as
credit toward a degree at all. Says David Callitzarthor, speaker, and CLEP prep classes teacher,
“With the CLEP program, you could find your chilesting out of a significant portion of an assodate
degree without even stepping on campus.” Many Gansolleges accept CLEPs toward their four-
year degree programs as well. For homeschoolergakeothe accelerated learning approach toward
high school, CLEP tests provide a great way fodeiiis to earn double credit.

“It is becoming quite apparent that the materiahfeaught in the first two years of college is
‘remedial high school,” Callihan told TOS. “So wimpt teach it right the first time and then get the
college credit too?”

Although CLEP scores may be accepted for creditaty colleges, it's usually necessary for the
student to provide results from a standardizedlitesthe SAT or ACT. Some homeschoolers will opt
for GED testing instead, but Callihan doesn’t reomend that method. “GED testing is a drop down in
your educational status,” he told TOS. “Usuallyg i¢served for people who quit high school or have
bad grades. Even the federal government recogitiassecond level, since GED grads are not sought
after for enlistment into the military. They're = level two recruits, and homeschoolers just tien
battle to be considered level one recruits whep émist. So when | say | don’t recommend the GED,
it's not because | think it's subservient, it's hase the system says it's subservient.”

“If you're homeschoolers, you have every reasobeieve you're providing a substantial education,”
Callihan told TOS. “If the parents are responsiblea student’s education, the parents should ée th
ones to validate the education. Public schoolssactiwe country are asking for parental involvement
and saying, ‘It doesn’t work without it!"”” Homescblers are taking ultimate responsibility, Callihan
believes, but they're often labeled “unqualified"give their children a diploma. Still, there arays

to document your student’s high school years tegrbeyond the shadow of a doubt, that their
educational history is valid.

Getting Technical: Transcripts, Essays, and Other Paraphernalia

Most homeschooling parents recognize the need dietailed transcript of high school work. Still,
compiling four years of home education into an ustddable record can be a somewhat daunting
task, especially for parents who use the “Charlel#son” or “unit study” approach to schooling. “I
think it frightens most homeschoolers becausait'area that’s unknown,” said homeschooler Wanda
Gibert. “Parents need to realize that what thetgeehing is valid and approved, and that it can be
presented in an acceptable manner.” Gibert conplatgh school transcripts for three of her six
children; her oldest daughter graduated with a-f@ar degree in special education, her oldestson i



completing an apprenticeship as an electrician,teméecond daughter (a recent high school grad) is
taking courses at a local community college. Onleenffavorite resources @reating Transcripts and
Issuing Diplomas: What Every Parent Should Knbwinge Cannon. Cannon is the founder of
Education Plus, a company devoted to helping pategde their homeschooling philosophy upon
biblical principles. In her book she explains thasons for creating a solid high school transcript.

“In a sense, a student’s high school transcripkes[a] tax return,” Cannon writes. “It summarizasd
reports in a concise way the total educationalilgrof the student’s experience. Behind that trapsc
should stand a portfolio of work samples, bibliqggra of resources used, detailed test information,
anecdotal records, recommendations from employefgiaectors of extracurricular activities, etc.
This further documentation would then be availdbteany interview where it might become
necessary.”

Formats for transcripts abound, but the basic médion that is required remains the same, no matter
what the design. A transcript must include the sti'd identification: name, sex, birth date, andialo
security number. It should also list a current addrand other contact information. It is also
professional to provide school identification; theme, address, and phone number for your school
should be provided somewhere on the document.réhedript must provide a general history of all
subjects that your student studied, their gradaseeaand your student’s GPA. Providing that
information may seem difficult, but it's really wesimple. “Physical education can be logged as
anything from biking to basketball,” writes homesohing author Valerie Bendt. “I list cooking,
sewing, or cleaning under Home Ec. If the child tiase a special picture or project, | log it undgr
or Projects. Remember, education does not endseitbol work.” Extracurricular activities like
speech, debate, teaching music, etc., should alsechuded in your student’s transcript. So should
volunteer hours and other community service. Ihtsegust about everything your student has done
for the past four years should count for somethingeven caring for a pet or helping with the ilgm
car.

Wrapping It All Up: Advice from Current College Students

Adam Carman found applying to college fairly sim@mce New York law requires that
homeschoolers keep detailed attendance recordtgeggrand transcripts. “I know a lot of
homeschoolers who think they need to take evetythias was ever invented,” Carman told TOS, “but
test scores alone won't put the admissions officgour favor. | think that being able to write acdat
essay is very important. The personal essay seatigour application shows not only that you hawe a
opinion, but that you can express yourself anchgstint across.”

Rachel P., a sophomore at Patrick Henry College>)RH Virginia, believes that adjusting to college
life is a stretch regardless of your educationakigeound. “College isn't boring, dull, or easy,’esh
says. “l do more work here than I've ever done inlifie. But surviving is not impossible . . . abi, |
don’t think it is!” What's the key factor to makingthrough college? According to Rachel, it's hayi
“Extreme self-discipline.”

And if your student is concerned about adjustintheostructure and rules of college life, take the
advice of this homeschool grad: “It's just a mattEhow much you’re willing to bend and what your
home atmosphere was like growing up. Some collbges rules that aren’t very different from ones
you had when you were growing up. Others will haves that seem like they came from way out in
left field. It's all a matter of perspective andckground, but if you go into it all looking to legr’m
sure you'll have a great time and be well-educatethe experience.”
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