In-Depth Reviews

The Origin of Life — Aw

Publications, New York.

138. WoeseRef. 121.

130.

140.

141.

142,

143.

144.

Hillis, D. M. and Huelsenbeck, J. P, 1995. Assessing molecular phylogenies
Science, 267:255-256.

Schiuter, D., 1995. Uncertainty in ancient phylogenies. Nature, 377:108-
109.

Benner, S. A., Jermann, T. M, Opitz, J. G., Stackhouse, J, Knecht, L. J. and
Gonngt, G. H., 1995. Uncertainty in ancient phylogenies. Nature, 377:109-
110.

Forterre, P, Qiarbonnier, E, Marguet, E., Harper, F. and Henckes, G., 1992.
Chromosome structure and DNA topology in extremely thermophilic

archaebacteria. In: The Archaebacteria: Biochemistry and Biotechnology,

M. J. Danson, D. W. Hough and G. G. Lunts (eds), Biochemica Society
Symposium No. 58, Portland Press, London and Chapd Hill, pp. 99-112.

Dodlittle W. F., 1992. What are me archaebacteriaand why arethey important?

In: The Archaebacteria: Biochemistry and Biotechnology, M. J. Danson,
D. W. Houghand G. G. Lunt (eds), Biochemical Society Symposium No. 58,
Portland Press, London and Chapel Hill, pp. 1-6.

Riding, Ref. 10.

145. Dandl et al., Ref. 12.

146. Lodishet d., Ref. 13.

147. Stryer,Ref. 14.

148. Orgd Ref. 15.

149. Watson and Murphy, Ref. 119.

Dr Aw Swee-Eng, M.B., B.S,, Ph.D. (London), FRC Path.,
MIBiol. (London), was Associate Professor of Biochemistry
at the University of Singapore until 1978, and is now head
of the Department of Nuclear Medicine and Director of
Clinical Research at Singapore General Hospital. Author
of around 30 technical papers in his field of biochemistry
and nuclear medicine, he has authored a critique of origin-
of-life theories entitted Chemical Evolution — An
Examination of Current ldeas.

314

QUOTABLE QUOTE:
The Origin of the Universe

‘What is a big deal — the biggest deal of all — is how you get
something out of nothing.

Don't let the cosmologists try to kid you on this one. They have
not got a clue either — despite the fact that they are doing a pretty
good job of convincing themselves and others that this is really

not a problem. "In the beginning," they will say, "there was
nothing — no time, space, matter or energy. Then there was a
guantum fuctuation from which . . ." Whoa! Stop right there.

You seewhat | mean ? First there is nothing, then there is something.
And the cosmologists try to bridge the two with a quantum flutter,
a tremor of uncertainty that sparks it all off. Then they are away
and beforeyou know it, they havepulled a hundred billion galaxies
out of their quantum hats.'

Darling, David, 1996. On creating something from
nothing. New Scientist, 151(2047):49.
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