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QUOTABLE QUOTE: Fidelity to God

"The final virtue | shall mention isfidelity to God and dedication
to His cause in the world as one's chief end. The Christian
intellectual is here to serve a Name, not to make one.
Unfortunately, | have seen too many Christian thinkers who have
a certain texture or posture in life that gives the impression that
they are far more concerned with assuring their academic
colleagues that they are not ignorant fundamentalists than they
are with pleasing God and serving His people. Such thinkers
often give up too much intellectual real estate far too readily to
secular or other perspectives inimical to the Christian faith. This
is why many average Christian folk are suspicious of the mind
today. All too often, they have seen intellectual growth in Christian
academics lead to a cynical posture unfaithful to the spirit of the
Christian way. | have always been suspicious of Christian
intellectuals whose primary agenda seems to be to remove
embarrassment about being an evangelical and to assure their
colleagues that they are really acceptable, rational people in spite
of their evangelicalism. While we need to be sensitive to our
unbelieving friends and colleagues, we should carefar less about
what the world thinks than about what God thinks of our
intellectual life. Fidelity to God and His cause is the core
commitment of a growing Christian mind. Such a commitment
engenders faithfulness to God and His people and inhibits the
puffiness that can accompany intellectual growth.'
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