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Evolutionary naturalism: an ancient idea — Bergman

Evolutionist antipathy

In speaking of the fear of religion, I 
don’t mean to refer to the entirely reason-
able hostility toward certain established 
religions ... in virtue of their objectionable 
moral doctrines, social policies, and po-
litical influence.  Nor am I referring to the 
association of many religious beliefs with 
superstition and the acceptance of evident 
empirical falsehoods.  I am talking about 
something much deeper—namely the fear 
of religion itself ... I want atheism to be true 
and am made uneasy by the fact that some 
of the most intelligent and well informed 
people I know are religious believers.  It 
isn’t just that I don’t believe in God and 
naturally, hope there is no God!  I don’t 
want there to be a God;  I don’t want the 
universe to be like that.  

Thomas Nagel
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