Two Perspectives on Teaching High School at Home

Know Your Greek
The way the world looks at it . . . homeschooling a kindergartner is sweet, homeschooling a third
grader is ideal, homeschooling a seventh grader is noble, BUT homeschooling a high schooler is
INSANE!!!
After all, how are we going to prepare them for college?!! What about calculus, transcripts,
college, or graduate school?!!
Yes, homeschooling is fine to a point . . . but doing high school at home crosses the line.
Sadly, many homeschoolers have adopted this same thinking. Moms cruise through the early
grades, but somewhere around 7th grade, doubts begin to gnaw at their game plan, and they are
plagued with the idea that maybe 'the system' can do a better job for high school.
Well, you know the Greek word for that kind of thinking--BALONEY!!
High school is the perfect time to homeschool. My friend and Harvard graduate, Greg Sabouri,
of Teaching Textbooks, is convinced that homeschooling does a better job of preparing high
school students for college and careers than any other type of schooling.
I agree, plus there are a dozen other reasons for homeschooling through high school that have
nothing to do with academics. So, if you agree that it's best to homeschool through high school,
then stick to your guns, plug your ears, and dare to be INSANE!!!
Be Real,
Todd

Mercy in the Morning
The summer my first child was entering ninth grade, I was more than a little nervous. I could
hear loud and clear all the questions people had for me when my son was young, "What about
high school? What will you do THEN?" As if high school was some magic point in time where
you must stop educating and throw your kids to the wolves. When do we stop listening to the call
of God for our children and our family--when society says we should?
We must admit, just hearing the words "high school" gives us the jitters. Really, high school is
just like all the other years--you pray, you do your research, you pray some more. You go with
your child's interests and work his studies around that--or whatever philosophy of education you
have adopted for your family. They ALL work all the way through high school.

If you are interested in how to create a high school transcript or have other questions about
homeschooling through high school, here's a good site with tons of free information:
http://www.hslda.org/highschool/default.asp.
My son may be graduating from our homeschool this next year, and when I mentioned that to
him, he said, "I don't want to graduate from our school! I don't want to go anywhere else to be
educated!" Well, he's already taken a few courses from the local junior college, but he says those
don't count because he comes right back home to study. Too funny. He considers his college
courses just an extension of his home studies.
Someone asked me about all the fun they'll miss staying home. They're going to miss that feeling
they get when the popular cheerleaders in the school assemblies encourage the whole crowd to
participate in the school cheer! You might remind yourself that they'll also be missing the
reasons for the school assembly: graphic displays of safe sex practices or homosexual tolerance
or any number of God-blasting philosophies.
Home is where fun should happen. Home is where education should happen. It is the starting
point as well as the leaping off point for all of life.
And, we should all cheer because we are on the winning team with the Lord on our side!
The LORD is on my side; I will not fear . . ."
Psalm 118:6
Cheering you on,
Deborah
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