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Literature is one of the pillars of any educational system, and of course the key to literature 

is reading a lot of books. Fortunately, many of the great books we often want our children 

to read and hear are available for free if you know where to go. There is certainly value in 

traditional paper books, but it’s also possible to supplement traditional materials with E-

Books and other online resources. You do not need a specialized E-Book reader to read 

literature online. Most of the resources I describe in this article can be read on a computer, 

a tablet, or even a phone.  

 

U.S. copyright law allows books to be released into the public domain some time after the 

author has died. (The exact time span has changed through the years but is now seventy 

years after the author’s death, in most cases.) This means that a book that was written 

before the 1930s may be available for free if you know how to look. 

 

Note that not every book that is in an electronic format is available for free. However, there 

are many resources for purchasing E-Books online legally, including Amazon.com, the 

iTunes store, and more. For this article, I will focus on the free resources you might not 

already know about.  

Project Gutenberg 

www.gutenberg.org  

Any discussion of literature on the web must begin with Project Gutenberg. The basic idea of 

this project is to gather all the literature that is in the common domain and make it 

available to anyone. The result is an excellent online library consisting of thousands of 

books in many languages. Check out the site to get a feel for the various offerings on this 

incredible site.  

 

Most of the books on this site can be downloaded in a number of formats that can be read 

on a normal computer or any E-Reader. Since the site focuses on books in the public 

domain, these tend to be older books. Many of the classic books you may want to assign for 

a literature class will be available on this site. Note that the site offers a wide variety of 

books, and not all topics are suitable for children. You will definitely want to be with children 

as they look for materials on the site. (There are no objectionable images or words on the 

site itself, but there are some works with prurient content in the archive.)  

Online Books Page 

www.onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu  

The Online Books Page is a project of the University of Pennsylvania library. It includes 

more than a million titles available to read freely on the Internet. While it has some of the 

same content found within the Gutenberg Project, it also has materials from other sources. I 

have found this to be an especially good resource for nonfiction materials and books that 

have more recently entered the public domain. 

 

Baldwin Online Children’s Literature Project 

http://www.gutenberg.org/
http://www.onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/


www.mainlesson.com/main/displayarticle.php?article=mission  

This wonderful resource contains hundreds of children’s books (mostly from the 1930s and 

earlier). Although most of the titles will not be not familiar to modern readers, you’ are 

likely to find interesting books to read together. The history section is especially interesting. 

LibreVox Audio Books 

www.librivox.org  

This site offers an interesting alternative: free audio books. While these books are available 

as downloads that are quite a bit larger than their more traditional cousins, audio books can 

offer lots of fun for long car rides or while you are commuting. All of the books are read by 

volunteers, so the quality can vary, but reading part of a classic book to add to the archive 

might be a very interesting project. It’s possible to download an entire book at once or to 

subscribe to it as a podcast.  

Bibliomania 

www.bibliomania.com  

Bibliomania is an interesting site that gives you access to a number of the same E-Books 

that are available on the other sites. The most intriguing part of the site consists of the 

other resources, including a teacher’s research center, study guides (many written by 

Oxford scholars), and research resources.  

Free Video Lectures 

www.freevideolectures.com/Subject/Literature#  

A number of universities have begun releasing videos of popular courses online for free. 

(Several of my own classes are available in this format.) The freevideolectures.com site has 

complete courses on a number of interesting literature topics, from Dante to the New 

Testament. 
 

www.theBestNotes.com  

There’s always debate about whether students should read study guides. Personally, I think 

they can be helpful after reading a book but are no substitute for reading the actual work. 

Still, they can be useful, and students will definitely find them, so parents or teachers 

should know about them. This site features nice guides for many works. Each book includes 

overviews, character summaries, and discussions of themes and concepts in the book at 

hand. 

Shakespeare Resource Center 

www.bardweb.net  

A study of Shakespeare’s works is important in any literature program, and additional 

resources can help students get a more complete appreciation of those works. The 

Shakespeare Resource Center offers a number of helpful tools for studying these works, 

including synopses of every play, a detailed biography of Shakespeare, a series of resources 

about Shakespearean language, and a number of interesting essays and articles about the 

Bard of Avon and his works.  

 

http://www.mainlesson.com/main/displayarticle.php?article=mission
http://www.librivox.org/
http://www.bibliomania.com/
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Consider making use of these resources as supplements to your literature program. If you 

find anything I missed, please feel free to stop by my website and let me know about your 

discoveries: www.aharrisbooks.net . 

 

Blessings! 

 

 

Andy Harris is a homeschool dad, father of four great kids, and husband to the greatest 

homeschool teacher ever. He has taught all ages of students, from kindergarten to 

university level. Andy is the author of a number of well known books, including 

HTML/XHTML/ CSS: All in One for Dummies, Game Programming—The L Line, PHP6/MySQL 

Programming for the Absolute Beginner, and Beginning Flash Game Programming for 

Dummies. For more information about his books, to see where he is speaking next, or to 

just say hi, please stop by his website: www.aharrisbooks.net  
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