
fully informed by an acclaimed 
specialist on the case for an old earth 
and universe. His account is certainly 
lucid and persuasive. However, while 
we can negatively challenge the 
assumptions and discrepancies all we 
like, the way forward must surely be to 
positively produce a better explanation/ 
model for what the isotopic ratios and 
‘ages’, and the patterns of progressive 
‘ages’ through the geologic record, 
actually mean. Rather than viewing

Examining below the veneer of 
recent sediments, scientists often come 
across biological and climatic evidence 
for major differences from presently 
operating processes. The ‘present is the 
key to the past’ is sometimes challenged 
by the first spadeful of dirt. The 
Desert’s Past is a book that documents 
the unique history of the recent past for 
one particular area — the Great Basin 
of the United States.

The Great Basin is essentially that 
part of the southwestern United States 
centred in Nevada that possesses no 
external drainage. The time corresponds 
to the late Pleistocene and Holocene 
periods of geological time, which would 
be post-Flood time within the creation- 
Flood model. The author summarizes 
many of the mysteries in his preface: 

‘During the late Ice Age, there 
were camels living near what is 
now Pyramid Lake in northwestern 
[sic] Nevada; there were massive 
glaciers in the high mountains of 
eastern Nevada; there were 
substantial lakes in settings as far 
flung as Death Valley and the 
Great Salt Lake Desert; there were 
trees in the valleys of the Mojave 
Desert of southern Nevada. ’ 

isotopic ‘dating’ as an ‘enemy’, we must 
accept the isotopic analyses (not the 
dates) as valid and seek to make them 
our ‘friend’. Dalrymple, therefore, has 
done us all a service in making the ‘art’ 
of geochronology more understandable 
to informed laypersons, so that the 
technical mystique is removed and the 
enormous challenge ahead of us can be 
appreciated. So if you are brave enough 
read this book, but only borrow it from 
a library!

(p. xvi)
These findings contrast sharply to the 
near desert climate of today.

The camel is one of 32 large 
mammals, including mammoths and 
mastodons, that became extinct in North 
America by the early Holocene. Other 
large mammals, such as the bison, 
survived. Scientists have been trying 
for over 200 years to understand this 
preferential extinction mystery.

Distinct shorelines from recently 
dried up lakes are etched on many hills 
and mountains in the Great Basin. Dried 
up Lake Manly with a maximum depth 
of 600 feet (183 m) once occupied 
Death Valley, now one of the hottest 
places on earth! Creationists have no 
trouble filling up Great Basin 
depressions as the worldwide Flood 
waters drained. However, evidence that 
the pluvial lakes are more than a 
remnant of the Flood is provided by 
etched shorelines on end moraines at 
two locations in the Great Basin. The 
climate was truly much wetter after the 
Flood.

The late Pleistocene lake depth 
chronology has been developed for 
pluvial Lake Bonneville, the much 
expanded Great Salt Lake of the ice age.
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The details of this chronology have 
varied over the years. The book now 
claims that the Younger Dryas cold 
phase about 11,000 years ago in 
geological time shows up by a slight rise 
in lake level. Given all the recent 
attention to the Younger Dryas event, 
this claim provides evidence that 
shoreline chronologies are mostly based 
on preconceived ideas of Pleistocene 
history.

Besides pluvial lakes and mountain 
glaciers, pollen and macrofossils from 
packrat middens indicate the late 
Pleistocene summers in the Great Basin 
were around 11° to 21°F (-12° to -6° 
C) cooler! There is some evidence that 
winters were warmer. Precipitation 
estimates ranged up to four times current 
amounts. The vertical vegetation zones 
in the high relief of the Great Basin were 
shifted downward about 3,000 feet 
(900 m), 4,600 feet (1,400 m) in some
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areas. The evidence is abundant that 
the climate was much different not long 
ago.

The book contains much 
information on the people who lived in 
the Great Basin during the late 
Pleistocene and Holocene. The people 
as well as the animals very likely came 
from Eurasia across the Bering Land 
Bridge. They continued southward 
along the east slopes of the Rockies 
between the Cordilleran and Laurentide 
Ice Sheets. The Clovis people hunted 
mammoths as indicated by projectile 
points found in the bones of mammoths. 
The timing of man in North America is

Sub-titled ‘A Compilation of 
Research Studies Supporting Creation 
and the Flood’, this spiral-bound book 
is a collection of reprints of nine 
technical papers written by John 
Woodmorappe between 1978 and 1990. 
John has degrees in both biology and 
geology, including a Masters degree in 
the latter. Seven of the papers were 
originally published in the Creation 
Research Society Quarterly, while the 
other two come from the Proceedings 
of the First and Second International 
Conferences on Creationism.

Undoubtedly, John has made, and 
continues to make, a valuable 
contribution to the creationist cause as 
exemplified in these nine papers. He 
has demonstrated that he is not one to 
avoid dealing with the difficult issues 
and ‘problem’ areas facing us, as he 
does so in these papers. His arguments 
are well reasoned, persuasive and 
thoroughly documented, reflecting his 
remarkable capability for searching 
through the scientific literature and 
digging out copious relevant data and

especially controversial. The author 
documents several major dating 
blunders by those who believe man has 
been in the Americas for a long time.

Much has changed in the Great 
Basin since late Ice Age times. This 
change coincides with the period of time 
called the Holocene. Many types of 
small mammals that cannot survive the 
hot, dry desert climate at low elevations 
have been left stranded in the higher 
mountains. The Devils-Hole pupfish is 
especially intriguing. Devils Hole is a 
narrow crevice in hills 30 miles (48 km) 
east of Death Valley. This crevice 
contains a pool that is 23 feet by 10 feet

supporting references.
The papers have been arranged in 

reverse chronological order of 
publication. As a guide to potential 
readers, let me list and summarise each 
of these papers in that order:–

(1) Causes for biogeographic
distribution of land vertebrates
after the Flood.
In this paper, Woodmorappe 

suggests that in the immediate post- 
Flood world the interior regions of the 
continents were very cold due to 
blockage of the sunlight by volcanic 
aerosols released during the Flood. 
Thus the animals did not freely spread 
in all directions upon their release from 
the Ark, but would naturally choose the 
narrow bands of land warm enough to 
support them, ultimately causing very 
different animals to end up on different 
continents. Furthermore, as a result of 
their dispersion from Babel, people 
probably introduced different animals to 
new lands as they migrated. [The 
Australian Aborigines definitely 

(7 m by 3 m) in area and is fed by an 
underground aquifer. The pupfish lives 
in this pool. How did it get there? The 
author reasonably surmises that it is a 
living remnant of the recent pluvial 
period.

The book contains many tidbits of 
information, such as the exploration 
history of the Great Basin, that have 
little relevance to Creationism. These 
tidbits add interest to the book and make 
it easy to read. The well-documented 
climatic and biological mysteries also 
relate to other areas of the world that 
contain similar mysteries of the recent 
past.

brought the dingo here.] It is also 
possible, indeed likely, that the flightless 
birds on some islands [including 
Australia’s emu] resulted from genetic 
variation, and mutational loss of 
information for the development of flight 
capabilities, in birds that originally flew 
to the islands.

(2) The antediluvian biosphere and its 
capability of supplying the entire 
fossil record.
The focus of this paper is to refute 

claims that the enormous quantity of 
organisms now found as fossils in the 
geological record could not all have 
been alive together on a recently created 
earth. To the contrary, John skilfully 
demonstrates that the world’s coal, oil,
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