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Dawkins’ eye revisited — Gurney

Intricate design

In the operation of an aircraft, different 
mechanical functions are carried out by 
different subsystems, often recognizably 
distinct from one another. Even without 
a cockpit or a pilot, the same is also true 
in cells; the difference is that the subsys-
tems are interconnected in ways that are 
poorly understood at present. But already 
it is clear that most cellular subsystems 
are exceedingly intricate. And there is a 
very large number of them. DNA has to be 
replicated (at cell division), monitored and 
repaired when necessary, stretches of DNA 
must be transcribed into their equivalents 
of RNA, food or sunlight must be converted 
into energy, the internal skeleton must be 
maintained (and then modified if the cell 
is capable of movement).
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